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STANDISH, 


MARCH,  1915. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wigan  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  past 


year. 


The  help  you  have  given  me  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  public 
health  of  the  district  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 


1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  H.  WILSON,  M.D. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT 


Population — Census,  1911... 

Estimated  Population  July  1st,  1914 
Acreage  of  District 
Density  of  Population 

Births — Males 

Females 

Deaths — Males 

Females 

Annual  Birth-rate 
Annual  Death-rate 

Natural  Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths 


6327 
6422 
11,701  acres 
0.5  per  acre 

82 

67—  149 

49 

37—  86 

23.2 

13.39 


63 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

Zymotic  Death-rate  (not  including  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  Year 


3 

0.46 

20 


Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births 


134.2 


Illegitimate  Births 


3 


Illegitimate  Deaths  under  1  Year 


2 


0 


POPULATIONS  AND  ACREAGES  IN  THE  SEPARATE 

TOWNSHIPS. 


Population. 

Acreage 

Shevington 

•  .  • 

1944 

1728 

Wrightington 

1941 

3916 

Haigh 

•  *  . 

1088 

2135 

Parbold 

•  •  • 

750 

1159 

Dalton 

450 

2104 

Worthington 

249 

659 

6422 

. . . 

11701 

COMPARATIVE 

TABLES. 

Births 

Rate 

Deaths 

Rate' 

Shevington 

50 

25.72 

28 

14.40 

W  rightington 

46 

23.69 

30 

15.45 

Haigh 

18 

16.54 

11 

10.11 

Dalton 

15 

33.33 

6 

13.33 

Parbold 

14 

18.66 

9 

12.00 

Worthington 

6 

24.00 

2; 

8.00 

149 

86 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  AND  DEATHS. 


Cases 

Deaths 

Shevington 

... 

18 

1 

Wrightington 

.  .  . 

4 

1 

Haigh 

•  .  . 

4 

1 

Parbold 

•  •  • 

2 

0 

Worthington 

•  .  . 

1 

0 

Dalton 

0 

0 

29 

3 

INFANTILE 

DEATHS. 

No. 

No.  Rate  per  1  000  Birt 

1914 

1913 

1914 

W  rightington 

6 

4 

130 

Shevington 

6 

11 

120 

Haigh 

3 

0 

166 

Dalton 

3 

0 

199 

Worthington 

a 

0 

333 

Parbold 

0 

2 

0 

20 

17 
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WIGAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

— □— 

Births. — During  the  year  under  report  16  more  births  were 
registered  than  in  the  year  1913.  All  the>  townships  included  in 
the  area  of  the  Wigan  Rural  District  showed  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  births,  with  the  single  exception  of  Shevington,  where 
there  was  a  decrease  of  9.  The  largest  increase  was  in  Haigh,  where 
9  more  births  were  registered;  Wrightington  with  6  more,  Parbold 
with  5,  Dalton  with  4,  and  Worthington  1  more. 

Why  the  decrease-  in  the  number  of  births  should  be  in  Sheving¬ 
ton  is  somewhat  inexplicable,  as  this  township  has  generally  shown 
the  highest  birth-rate  in  the  Council's  area,  containing  as  it  does  a 
larger  population  engaged  in  industrial  pursuits  than  the  other 
townships. 

Male  infants  were  the  larger  in  number,  viz.,  82,  whilst  the 
Females  numbered  67. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  due  to  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  amounts  to  63. 

Illegitimates  were  3,  which  is  2  less  than  the  preceding  year, 
and  is  equal  to  2  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  in  the  district.  In 
the  County  the  rate  for  1913  was  3.33  per  cent. 

Deaths  were  more  numerous  by  one  only.  The  only  town¬ 
ship  showing  an  increase  was  Dalton,  with  3  more  than  the  previous 
year,  and  was-  due  to  infantile,  not  adult,  deaths. 

Haigh,  Parbold  and  Worthington  had  the  same  number  of 
deaths  as  for  the  preceding  year,  whilst  Shevington  and  Wrighting¬ 
ton  had  each  one  less. 


Male  deaths  were  in  excess,  the  number  being  49,  and  the 
fern-ales  37, 
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Six  deaths  occurred  in  institutions  outside  the  district  of  per¬ 
sons  belonging  to  the  district,  as  follows : — 

Wigan  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  5 

Billing©  Workhouse  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

6 

Four  deaths  taking  place  in  the  district  were  of  non-residents, 
and  have  been  transferred  to  the  proper  quarter. 

Causes  of  death  : — 

Zymotic  Cases — 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tubercular  Affection  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  8 

Violent  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Suicides  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

86 


Infantile  Deaths. — Twenty-three  infants  perished  before 
reaching  their  first  birthday,  being  3  in  excess  of  the  previous  year, 
and  is  equal  to  a  rate  per  1,000  births  of  134.2,  certainly  too  high 
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for  a  largely  agricultural  district,  where  industrial  employment  for 
married  women  is  a  negligible  quantity,  and  compares  unfavourably 
with  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  combined  rural  districts  of  the 
county,  which  was  100  for  1913  and  89  for  1912.  The  highest  rate 
occurred  in  the  districts  where  least  expected.  Thus  the  rate  for 
Worthington  was  333,  Dalton  is  next  with  one  of  199,  Haigh's  rate 
is  166,  the  rates  for  Wrightington  and  Shevington  were  130  and  120 
respectively,  and  in  Parbold  nil. 


As  regards  the  causes,  8  (or  40  per  cent.)  were  due  to  premature 
birth  or  congenital  debility.  These,  as  in  other  districts,  constitute 
a  large  proportion  of  the  infantile  deaths,  and  mean  that  a  large 
proportion  of  infants  from  unexplained  and  little  understood  causes 
enter  on  life  with  practically  no  chance  of  surviving  beyond  the 
first  few  weeks  or  perhaps  months.  Many  explanations  have  been 
offered  by  various  medical  officers,  such  as  employment  of  mothers 
during  pregnancy,  the  prevalent  habit  of  drug  taking,  intemperance, 
ignorance  of  child  welfare,  want  of  proper  sense  of  responsibility, 
&c.  Personally,  I  do  not  think  any  of  these  causes  enter  to  any 
extent  in  the  district,  nor  can  poverty  be  said  to  be  contributory, 
and  the  causes,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  be  found  outside  any 
of  those  mentioned.  The  question  of  ante-natal  pathology  has  for 
some  time  engaged  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession,  and  we 
can  therefore  hope  that  the  wider  knowledge  thus  gained  which  is 
bound  to  ensue  will  result  in  a  decreased  rate  of  mortality  from 
p  rem  a  t  u  re  b  i  rt  h . 

Zymotic  Diseases  and  Deaths. — The  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  have  steadily  fallen  for  the  last  three  years,  the  numbers 
being  39  in  1912,  31  in  1913,  and  29  in  1914.  The  last  number 
was  made  up  of  11  cases  each  of  erysipelas  and  scarlet  fever,  4  of 
enteric  fever,  2  of  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  and  1  puer¬ 
peral  fever.  Shevington  contributed  the  major  part,  viz.,  18,  Haigli 
and  Wrightington  added  4  cases  each,  Parbold  2  cases,  Worthington 
was  responsible  for  1  case,  and  Dalton  was  exempt. 
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The  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  numbered  3,  two  of  which  were 
from  enteric  fever.,  one  in  Wrightington  and  one  in  Shevington,  the 
other  being  from  measles  in  the  township  of  Haigh.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  infectious  disease  in  Parbold,  Dalton  or  Worthing¬ 
ton. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  (0.46)  is  very  satisfactory.  For  com¬ 
parison  I  may  state  that  the  corresponding  rate  for  rural  districts  in 
the  county  was  0.73  in  1912  and  1.13  in  1913.  This  rate,  however, 
is  subject  to  great  fluctuation,  an  outbreak  amongst  children  of 
diarrhoea  or  an  epidemic  of  measles  may  give  rise  to  an  excessive 
rate  in  any  year. 

Pulmonary  and  other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. — -The  notifica¬ 
tion  of  these  affections  has  directed  much  more  attention  to  them, 
both  in  the  medical  and  lay  mind,  and  a  vigorous  campaign  is  being 
carried  out  against'  them  as  far  as  Wigan  and  the  surrounding  town¬ 
ships  are  concerned  by  Dr.  Jessel  and  his  staff  from  the  Tuberculous 
Dispensary  in  Rodney  Street.  The  work  includes  the  inspection  of 
houses  occupied  by  tuberculous  patients,  examination  of  patients  for 
diagnostic  purposes,  instructions  as  to  the  mode  of  life  and  personal 
hygiene'  of  the  patient,  examination  and  watching  of  contacts,  and 
the  after-care  of  those  returning  from  treatment  in  sanatoria,.  Six 
cases  were  notified  of  the  pulmonary  kind  and  three  of  other  forms. 


The  localities  where  the  oases  occurred  were : — 


Pulmonary  Other  forms 

Parbold  ...  0  1  (jaw) 

Haigh  ...  0  0 

Worthington  ...  0  O' 

Dalton  ...  1  0 

Wrightington  ...  2  1 

Shevington  ...  3  1 
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3 
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Last  year  was  the  second  year  in  succession  during  which  no 
form  of  tuberculosis  had  been  notified  in  Haigh  and  Worthington. 

Mortality. — Four  of  the  above  oases  proved  fatal,  three  being 
of  phthisis  and  one  of  the  other  form.  This  gives  a  death-rate  from 
phthisis  of  0.46  and  from  other  forms  of  tubercule  0.15.  Though 
these  rates  do  not  appear  large,  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  heavier 
than  one  might  expect  in  a  rural  district  so  situated.  The  rate  for 
cases  of  phthisis  notified  is  0.92  per  1,000,  whilst  taking  England 
and  Wales  the  rate  (notification)  was  2.64. 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing. — These  have  been  carried  out  by 
contract  by  farmers  living  in  the  various  districts,  and  on  the  whole 
can  be  said  to  be  well  done.  It  is,  however,  found  increasingly 
difficult  to  get  farmers  to  tender  for  the  work,  and  the  prices  have 
a  way  of  increasing  each  year.  The  Council  have  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  had  before  them  the  question  of  direct  control,  as  by  this 
means  it  is  thought  the  work  would  be  better  carried  out  and  at 
less  expense.  The  reasons  which  militate  somewhat  against  this 
step  are  the  large  extent  and  scattered  nature  of  the  district,  and 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  provide  tipping  places  ; 
as  it  is,  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  land  worked  by  the  con¬ 
tractors. 

Further  consideration  will  be  given  to  this  matter,  and  some 
decision  arrived  at  before  the  termination  of  the  present  contracts, 
which  is  some  months  ahead. 

One  portion  of  the  district  only — the'  Bleachworks  portion  of 
Haigh — is  provided  with  a  sewerage  system  and  outfall  works. 

Drainage,  Sewage,  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Cesspools  and 
natural  watercourses  are  the  only  available  means  for  the  disposal 
of  sewage  (with  the  exception  referred  to). 

Lodging-houses. — There  are  none  of  these,  nor  underground 
sleeping  rooms,  nor  underground  bakeries. 

Canal  Boats  were  inspected,  and  a  number  of  infringements 
found,  as  set  out  in  the  Inspector's  Report. 
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Water  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  the  greater  part,  of 
Dalton  and  the  High  Moor  district  of  Wrightington,  public  supplies 
are  available.  In  the  districts  referred  to  there  is  a.  plentiful  supply 
of  good  but  hard  water,  that  in  the  High  Moor  district  being  from 
the  same  source  as  that  from  which  Wigan  obtains  an  accessory 
supply,  and  is  described  in  the  report  as  “  of  very  fine  quality/' 
derived  from  the  sandstone  overlying  the  coal  measures. 

Slaughter-houses  number  five,  and  with  one  exception  are  well 
looked  after.  The  latter  is  having  attention  by  your  Inspector. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes. — Seventy-five  inspections  were 

made,  and  as  a  result-  27  notices  were  served,  and  were'  all  complied 
with . 

Milk  Supply. — The  milk  supplied  in  the  district  is  of  good 
quality,  and  is  all  produced  within  the  Council's  area. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — Forty-one  persons  are  registered  under 
the  order.  Twenty-seven  notices  were  served,  and  mostly  related  to 
lack  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  cowkeeper,  only  one  relating  to 
faulty  construction.  All  notices,  with  the  exception  of  the  latter, 
have  been  complied  with.  Whilst  on  this  subject  it  is  as  well  to 
remark  that  the  cowsheds  are  of  stone  construction,  and  all  were 
constructed  many  years  ago,  when  the  principles  relating  to  lighting 
and  ventilating  had  not-  been  evolved,  and  at  a  time-  when  the  farmer 
believed  that  the  proper  way  for  the  production  of  a  copious  milk 
supply  was  to  keep  the  cows  in  as  hot  an  atmosphere  as  possible-  and 
with  little  light.  These  ideas,  I  may  say,  are  not-  yet  extinct  amongst 
some  of  the  old  farmers. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning. — No  new  houses  have  been  built, 
though  there  is  undoubtedly  a  shortage  of  houses.  This  is  mostly 
felt- in  the  Appley  Bridge  and  Mossy  Lea  portions  of  Wright-ington, 
though  there  is  no  overcrowding.  This  shortage  of  houses  makes  it 
difficult  to  administer  the  Housing  Acts. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — Seventeen  places  come  within 
the  scope  of  this  Act,  as  set  out  in  the  Special  Report,  (page  26) 
Five  defects  were  discovered  as  the  result  of  36  inspections,  and 
were  all  remedied  without  resort  to  legal  process. 

School  Closure. — The  Appley  Bridge  Mission  School  was 
closed  from  the  19tli  May  to  the  29th  May,  and  for  a  further  period 
from  the  15th  to  the  19th  June,  both  to  check  an  outbreak  of 
measles.  At  the  time  of  closure  the  numbers  were : — - 


On  Register 
Present 


62 

30 


In  December  Dr.  Sergeant  and  one  of  the  County  Inspectors 
visited  the  district,  the  inspection  lasting  about  a  fortnight.  As 
a  result  the  Council  received  a  report  on  the  Housing  and  General 
Sanitary  conditions  prevailing.  A  number  of  recommendations 
were  made  for  the  Council  s  guidance  and  consideration. 
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WIGAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

18  Victoria  Buildings, 

King  Street, 

Wigan. 

March  15th,  1915. 


Dear  Sir, 


I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st  last  213  inspections  have 
been  made,  and  nuisances  arising  from  the  following  causes  have 
been  found : — 


Constructionally  defective  drains  . . . 
Choked  drains  ... 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 
Dilapidated  closets  and  ashpits 
Insufficient  closet  accommodation 
Insanitary  closets  at  schools 
Dirty  dwellings 
Deposits  of  manure 


47 

7 

9 

6 

4 

2 

4 

2 


Total 


81 


Four  of  these  defects  were  remedied  without  the  necessity  of 
serving  formal  notices.  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  77  of  these 
defects,  whilst  the  number  of  nuisances  abated  were  63.  The 
remainder  are  pending. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  &c. — There  are  41  persons  registered  as 
cowkeepers  and  dairymen  under  this  Order.  73  inspections  of  cow¬ 
sheds  have  been  made,  and  27  notices  have  been  served  in  respect 
of  defective  drainage,  removal  of  manure,  limewashing,  etc;  one 
notice  for  reconstruction  of  shippon,  and  one  notice  for  redrainage. 
All  these  notices  have  been  complied  with,  with  the  exception  of  the 
one  requiring  reconstruction.  This  is  pending. 
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Water  Supply. — Nine  dwellings  in  the  Mossy  Lea  district  have 
been  provided  with  a  water  supply  from  the  public  service.  Practi¬ 
cally  the  whole  of  the  premises  situate  within  the  area  controlled  by 
the  Mossy  Lea  Water  Scheme  are  now  provided  with  a  proper  and 
sufficient  water  supply. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. — In  addition  to  the 
number  of  inspections  which  head  this  report,  75  inspections  of 
dwelling  houses  have  been  made  under  these  Acts.  Twenty-seven 
notices  have  been  served  in  respect  of  dampness,  defective  roofs,  bad 
floors,  insufficient  light  and  ventilation,  and  defective  sink  waste 
pipes  and  drains.  These  notices  have  been  complied  with. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — See  Special  Report . 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing,  &c. — Collection  of  domestic  refuse 
and  contents  of  pail  closets,  cleansing  of  ashpits  and  privies,  is 
carried  out  in  the  Townships  of  Wrightington,  Parbold,  Shevington, 
Haigh  and  Worthington.  The  Local  Authority  also  undertake  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  in  the  Townships  of  Shevington,  Wrightington 
and  Haigh. 

There  are  now  approximately  915  privies,  76  pail  closets  and 
87  water  closets  in  existence  throughout  the  district  . 

Canal  Boat  Acts  and  Regulations. — The  number  of  boats 
inspected  under  these  regulations  was  40,  and  the  following  infringe¬ 
ments  were  met'  with  : — 

Non-production  of  Certificate  ...  •  ••  1 

Defective  Caulking  and  Painting  ...  ...  6 

Total  7 


After  service  of  notices,  the  respective  infringements  were  satisfac¬ 
torily  remedied. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HERBERT  ELLIOTT. 

J.  H.  Wilson,  Esq.,  M.D., 

Standish . 
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SHEVINGTON, 

Population — Census,  1911  ... 

Population — Estimated  July  1st,  1914 
Acreage  of  Township 
Density  of  Population 
Birthsr — Males 

Females 
Deaths — Males 

Females 

Annual  Birth-rate 
Annual  Death-rate 

Natural  Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths 

Zymotic  Deaths 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  Year 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births  ... 

Illegitimate  Births 

Illegitimate  Deaths  under  1  Year 


. . . 

1 905 

.  .  . 

1944 

1,728  acres 

1.0 

per  acre 

25 

25- 

50 

18 

10- 

2i8 

25.72 

14.40 

22 

1 

0.51 

6 

120 

1 

0 


Btrths. — The  number,  50  (25  infants  of  each  sex),  was  9  less 
than  the  previous  year,  with  a  decrease  in  the  yearly  rate  from  30.53 
to  25.72.  One  birth  was  illegitimate. 


Deaths. — Twenty-eight  deaths  were  registered,  one  less  than  in 
1913.  The  number  of  deaths  in  infants  was  the  same  as  in  Wright- 
ington,  viz.,  6,  which  gives-  a  rate  per  1,000  births  of  120,  consider¬ 
ably  less  than  the  rate  for  Wrightington. 


The  certified  causes  of  death  were : — 
Enteric  fever 
Influenza 
Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
Enteritis 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 
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Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Premature!  Birth  ...  ...  •  •  •  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  2- 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  •••  12 

28 

Zymotic  Diseases. — These  showed  a  considerable  increase,  being 
23  as  against  16  in  1913.  The  number  was  largely  made  up  of  cases 
of  erysipelas  and  scarlet  fever — 6  of  the  former  and  9  of  the  latter . 
The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  amongst  the  scholars  attending  St. 
Joseph’s  School  at  Hunger  Hill.  There  were  also  1  case  of 
diphtheria,  2  of  enteric  fever,  and  1  of  ophthalmic  neonatorum. 
Four  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  3  affecting  the  lungs  and 
1  peritoneum,  3  of  the  cases  proving  fatal.  One  death 
was  due  to  enteric  fever,  the  only  death  from  zymotic  disease,  which 
is  equal  to  a  rate  of  0.51  per  1,000  per  annum  . 
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WRIGHTINGTON. 

Population— Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  1928 

Population — Estimated,  July  1st,  1914  ...  ...  1941 

Acreage  of  Township  ...  ...  ...  3,916  acres 

Density  of  Population  ...  ...  ...  0.49  per  acre 

Births — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Females  ...  ...  ...  20 — •  46 

Deaths- — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

*  Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 —  30 

Annual  Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.69 

Annual  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.45 

Natural  Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  16 

Zymotic  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.51 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  Year  ...  ...  ...  6 

Infant  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  ...  130 

Illegitimate  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Illegitimate  Deaths  under  1  Year  ...  ...  ...  1 


Births. — -The  births,  46  in  number,  were  6  more  than  in  the 
previous  year,  the  males  being  6  in  excess  of  the  females.  The  rate 
is  thus-  raised  from  20.65  in  1913  to  23.69  last  year.  There  were 
n-o  illegitimate  births. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  were  one  less  than  in  1913,  30  being  regis¬ 
tered.  Of  these  6  were  under  one  year  of  age,  which  is  equal  to  a 
rate  of  130  per  1,000  births,  which  is  certainly  too  high  f-or  a  district 
which  is  largely  agricultural,  the  rate  for  the  rural  districts  in  the 
whole  county  for  1913  being  100. 


The  causes  of  death  were : — 

Enteric  Fever1  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heart-  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  ...  3 
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Nephritis 
Premature  Birth 
V iolent  Death 
Other  defined  causes 


1 

3 

1 

15 

30 


The  only  deaths  from  zymotic  disease  were  from  enteric  fever, 
which  gives  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  0.50.  In  1913  there  were  no 
deaths  from  zymotic  disease. 

Infectious  Disease. — The  cases  notified  were  small  in  number, 
viz.,  8,  compared  with  5  for  the  year  before.  The  cases  were 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  1 


8 


No  scarlet  fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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HAIGH. 


Population — Census,  1911  ... 

... 

•  • 

1068 

Population — Estimated,  July  1st,  1914 

... 

1088 

Acreage  of  Township 

. . . 

2,135 

acres 

Density  of  Population 

. . . 

O'.  5  per  acre 

Births — Males 

. . . 

9 

Females 

. . . 

9— 

18 

Deaths — Males 

. . . 

6 

Females  ... 

. . . 

5— 

11 

Annual  Birth-rate 

... 

• . 

16.54 

Annual  Death-rate 

... 

•  • 

10.11 

Natural  Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths 

... 

7 

Zymotic  Deaths 

... 

. . 

1 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

... 

0.9 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  Year 

... 

3 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births  ... 

... 

166 

Illegitimate  Births 

... 

•  • 

1 

Illegimate  Deaths  under  1  Year 

... 

0 

Birtfs. — Eighteen  were  registered,  which  is  double 
recorded  in  1913,  the  sexes  being  in  equal  proportion. 

One  birth  was  illegitimate. 

those 

Deaths. — Eleven  in  number,  they 
number  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  3 

corresponded 
were  infants. 

with 

the 
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The  causes  of  death  were: — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  1 

Violent  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


11 

Zymotic  Diseases  and  Deaths. — Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one 
of  enteric  fever,  and  one  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified.  The  only 
.zymotic  death  was  due  to  measles. 

No  case  of  tubercular  disease  occurred  within  the  year. 
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PARBOLD. 

Population — Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  711 

Population — July  1st,  1914  ...  ...  ...  750 

Acreage  of  Township  ...  ...  ...  1,159  acres 

Density  of  Population  ...  ...  ...  0.6  per  acre 

Births — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  4- — ■  14 

Deaths — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 —  9 

Annual  Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.66 

Annual  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.00 

Natural  Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  5 

Zymotic  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  J 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  0 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  Year  ...  ...  •••  0 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  0 

Illegitimate  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Births. — These  showed  an  increase  of  5.  Of  the  total,  14,  10 
of  the  infants  were  males,  and  the  rate  is  18.66,  somewhat  high  for 
this  township.  All  the  children  were  born  in  wedlock. 


Deaths  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year,  and  included 
5  males  and  4  females,  the  rate  being  12.00. 
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The  registered  causes  were: — 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Violent  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


9 


Notifications  numbered  one  of  other  forms  of  tubercular  disease 
(bone)  and  two  of  erysipelas. 

There  was  no  death,  from  zymotic  disease,  infantile  disease,  or 
tubercular  disease  in  any  form. 

A  certain  zone  in  the  district,  which  extends  from  the  top  of 
the  Common  to  the  railway  station  and  as  far  up  the  hill  as  Douglas 
Church,  has  suffered  during  the  late  spring  and  summer  from  the 
oft-complained-of  smell  from  the  Wigan  Sewage  Works  at  Hoscar. 
This  smell  has  been  the  subject  of  complaint  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Parbold  for  nineteen  years,  and  yet  the  discussion  in  the  Borough 
Council  reported  in  the  local  press  on  January  9tli  shows  clearly 
that  the  Council  do  not  regard  the  complaint  as  seriously  as  its 
nature  and  long  standing  demand.  It  was  said  there  was  no  smell 
when  a  party  of  members  and  the  Town  Clerk  went  to  investigate. 
This  is  quite  likely,  as  there  are  days  and  sometimes  weeks  when  the 
smell  is  not  oppressive.  Again,  the  season  (October)  chosen  for  the 
visit  was  in  Wigan’s  favour,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  period  of 
greatest  intensity  is  usually  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  end  of 
September.  Moreover,  the  time  of  day  chosen  was  not  conducive 
to  obtaining  a  real  idea,  because  though  occasionally  prevalent  in 
the  day  time,  it  is  usually  at  its  height  about  7  to  8  p.m. 
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The  suggestion  is  seriously  put  forward  in  the  Council  that  the 
smell  is  one  of  agricultural  manure  transported  into  the  district  for 
the  fertilization  of  the  farm  lands.  Parbold  being  a  township  largely 
devoted  to  agriculture  must  have  manure,  and  much  of  it  brought 
from  outside  the  district ;  but  to  calmly  suggest  that  people  who 
have  got  to  know  the  smell  (unfortunately),  or,  indeed,  any  stranger, 
can  mistake  the  nauseating  smell  of  decomposing  sewage  for  the 
odour  of  any  animal  or  chemical  manure  is  ridiculous.  After  the 
Local  Government  Board  enquiry  at  the  Borough  Courts  in  1912,  at 
which  Mr.  Midgley  Taylor  explained  his  scheme'  for  remodelling 
the  farm,  and  his  assurances  as  to  its  effect  on  the  smell  complained 
of,  the  people  of  Parbold  felt  a  sense  of  comfort,  and  thought  all  they 
had  now  to  do  was  to  possess  their  souls-  in  patience.  Alas,  two  and 
a  half  years  have  passed,  and  the  position  is  still,  I  believe,  “  in 
status  quo,”  and  will,  I  fear,  remain  so  until  “  something  extra¬ 
ordinary  happens.' ; 

During  the  past  winter  very  little  complaint  has  been  made, 
but  the  time  is  approaching  when  I  fear  it  will  again  become  the 
intolerable1  nuisance  which  it  has  been  far  too  long. 
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DALTON. 

Population — Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  446 

Population — Estimated,  July  1st,  1914  ...  ...  450 

Acreage  of  Township  ...  ...  ...  2,104  acres 

Density  of  Population  ...  ...  ...  0.2  per  acre 

Births — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 —  15 

Deaths — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 —  6 

Annual  Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  33.33 

Annual  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.33 

Natural  Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  9 

Zymotic  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  Year  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  199 

Illegitimate  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Illegitimate  Deaths  under  1  Year  ...  ...  ...  1 


Births. — These  rose  from  11  in  the  previous  year  to  15  last 

year.  One  infant  was  born  out  of  wedlock.  Male  infants  made  up 
the  majority,  being  10  in  number. 

Deaths. — Like  the  births  these  increased,  from  3  in  1913  to  6  in 
1914.  Of  this  number  half  were  in  infants. 


The  causes  were: — • 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

6 


Zymotic  Disease.—  None  reported. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  other  forms. — -One  case  notified — 
not  fatal. 
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WORTHINGTON. 

Population — Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

Population — Estimated,  July  1st,  1914  ...  ...  249 

Acreage  of  Township  ...  ...  ...  659  acres 

Density  of  Population  ...  ...  ...  0.37  per  acre 

Births — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fean  ales  ...  ...  ...  ...  4—  6 

Deaths — -Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 —  2 

Annual  Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  •••  24.00 

Annual  Death-rate  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  8 .00 

Natural  Increase  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  4 

Zymotic  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  1  Year  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infantile  Death-rate'  per  1,000  Births  ...  . -r  833 

Illegitimate  Births  ...  ...  •••  •••  0 

Illegitimate  Deaths  under  1  Year  ...  ...  ...  0 

Births. — Four  female  and  2  male  infants  were  born,  being  one 
more  than  in  1913. 

Deaths. — Two  were  registered,  both  infants  and  both  females. 
This  gives  a  rate  per  1,000  births  of  333,  which  is  the  largest  in  the 
rural  district,  though  as  the  estimate  is  based  upon  such  small 
figures  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  them. 


Notifications. — One  only — of  erysipelas — was  received.  There 
were  no  notifications  of  tubercular  disease. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year 
1914,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Wigan 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in 

connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND 

WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Written 

Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  36  ...  5  ...  0 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries)  —  -  ...  — 

Total  36  ...  5  ...  0 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS, 

AND  WORKPLACES. 


No.  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Other  nuisances 

2 

2 

Sanitary  accommodation  un¬ 

suitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Total 

5 

5 
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3.— HOME  WORK.— Nil. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

Corn  Mill  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brewery  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dyeworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chemical  Works.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Saw  Mill  and  Foundry  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Linoleum  Works  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brickworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Biasket  Makers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  17 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS.— Nil. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1914  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District. — Wigan  Royal 
Albert  Edward  Infirmary;  Wigan  Workhouse  Infirmary.  Billing©;  Wigan  Sanatorium. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among  the  several  localities  in  the 
District. — Nil. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District?  No. 
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Table  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1914. 

WIGAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 
At 


Notifiable 
Disease 

Diphtheria 
(including 
Meinb.  Croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever  1 
Pulmonary  ) 

Tuberculosis  1  6 

Other  forms  of  \ 

Tuberculosis  f  3 

Ophthalmia  ) 

Neonatorum  (  2 


r 


all  Under 
Ages  1 

l, 


J 

11 

11 

4 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O' 

0 

2 


At  Ages- Years 


1  to  5  to  15  to  25  to  45  to  65  and 

5 


1 

•0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


15 


1 

1 

7 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


25 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 


45 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 


65  upw’d 
0  0 


5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0' 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Totals  40 


2 


5 


10 


7 


9 


0* 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 


Wright-  Shev- 

o 

ington  ington 


Diphtheria  1  1 

Erysipelas  2  6 

Ssarlet  Fever  0  9 

Enteric  Fever  1  2 

Puerperal  F.  0  0 

Pulmonary  \  9  0 

Tubercul .  f 
Other  forms  "I 
of  Tuber-  [  1  1 

culosis  J 
Ophthalmia  ) 
Neonatorum  j  1  1 


8  23 


Worth- 

Haigh  Parbold  Dalton  ington 

0  0  0  0 

0  2  0  1 

2  0  0  0 

10  0  0' 

10  0  0 

0  0  1  o 


0  1  0  O' 


0  0  0  0 

4  3  11 


Total 

Cases 

Removed 

Hospital 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


0 


0 


Isolation  Hospital  for  Smallpox  only — Shevington,  Wigan 
Rural  District  Council. 

Sanatoria,  &c. — Whelley,  Wigan,  Wigan  Sanitary  Authority. 
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Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Chicken  Pox,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  &c.)  ?  If  so,  what  are  they  P 
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No.  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  XIX.  (15  and  16)  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1910?  None. 
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